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Crow’s Jazz Anecdotes book has helped me understand the challenges that the early jazz musicians underwent when they were trying to make jazz a recognized genre of music and accepted by the masses. This book has enabled me to appreciate the days when people rejected jazz as an acceptable genre of music. In this book, Crow has emphasized on the achievements of the best jazz musicians and most importantly the role they played in ensuring that jazz was accepted a as form of music (Crow, 2005).  Crow made the book more exciting by providing information about the legendary jazz musicians. This made me learn several lessons from the lives of these jazz musicians and the major efforts they exerted to promote jazz. 
Crow’s book explains how early jazz musicians faced the challenge of being unable to enroll into schools to learn music. This was because their families were not financially stable to afford to take them to school. However, this challenge did not prevent them from pushing their ambitions to become excellent jazz musicians. One of the Jazz musicians that got my attention due to the manner in which he is depicted in the book is Erroll Garner. As portrayed in Crow’s book, Garner is a perfect example who proved that failure to have formal education in music is not an obstacle towards achieving goals in jazz music and becoming an excellent jazz musician (Crow, 2005). As explained in the book, Garner was blessed with the skill of being able to learn any music that he heard more quickly. Form the book; I was able to appreciate the life of Garner because he is one of musician that was able to beat all the hurdles and to become one of the most respected jazz musicians in the world. 
Crow also explains how some jazz musicians faced alcoholism issues because they had developed the habit and the belief that when they were drunk, they were able to deliver excellent performances. In addition, they also faced rejection from Protestants who felt that jazz music was not supposed to be respected or appreciated at all. Per Crow (2005), the Protestants rejected the music and made sure that it wasn’t played anywhere in the 1920s because they felt that listening to such kind of music would not do any good to them. Reading this part made me feel the frustrations these early jazz musicians faced. I feel like it must have been very frustrating for them because the genre of music they were promoting was already facing rejection and unfair judgment using baseless perspectives and ideas. 
Crow’s book also explains how hard it was for jazz musicians to get support from club managers and record labels to patronize jazz music. Record producers did not have confidence in jazz music and did not believe that it would impact or appeal to people in any way. For this reason, Crow explains that early jazz musicians had to work extra hard to gain favor and acceptance by the masses (Crow, 2005).  However, they did not stop pushing, and they had confidence that their genre of music would attract an audience and appeal to people someday. It is imperative to give credit to people like Louis Armstrong, Benny Goodman and Bessie Smith who made jazz music one of the most influential and appreciated music in the society today. 
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